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resist that the governor was obliged to hold a meeting wherein he
harangued1 his troops in an effort to restore their courage and,
according to Don Pedro Vique,2 to assure them that the galleys were
not going out of the haven and that their commander would fight
on land. On the morning of Ash Wednesday, February 19, still
another advice-boat came in3 with further warning from Spain
against Drake but also with assurance that a royal armada was
coming to attack him. Hope revived, for it was imagined that this
armada might come in even before the enemy should appear.4
The English fleet was sighted, however, about noon of that very
same day. It seemed to consist of fewer vessels than Maldonado
insisted had constituted its full strength at Santo Domingo. It was
deduced that some had remained behind to land forces and attack
Cartagena from the rear, by way of Hanged Man's Swamp, on a
plan similar to that followed at Santo Domingo. Therefore the
governor ordered Captain Martin Polo with his company of 120
harquebusiers and 50 Indian bowmen to hold the swamp road at the
trench which had been built for the purpose on a convenient height.
He sent 40 harquebusiers and 50 Indians to hold the road leading
in by a brickyard which he believed to be a possible landing place
whence the enemy might advance on the bridge.5 He detailed a
party of about fifteen to protect San Francisco bridge itself, which
was the city's means of communication with the inland country.
He sent more than 50 men into the little fort, or blockhouse, at Bo-
queron. He employed his horse to patrol the beach and to reconnoitre.
Indian bowmen were 'placed in coigns of vantage5.6 With the rest7
warning against Drake, so that there may be something more than ironical error
in the confusion which in Document No. 38 post makes him a Portuguese vice-
admiral in Drake's fleet.
1 Cf. Castellanos, op. cit., pp. 324-6.           2 Document No. 27 post, his deposition
3 Document No. 55post, enclosure No. 3.
4 Document No. 22 post; cf. p. xxix ante, note 6. Although it was quite untrue, the
authorities at Cartagena were officially informed that Alvaro Flores was coming
to engage Drake. Cf. the royal despatch of November 24, 15859 and the other two
which were delivered to Governor Fernandez de Busto on the morning of Ash
Wednesday, those of later date from the House of Trade having arrived earlier.
5 Apparently the Anchorage (el Tenedero) and the brickyard landing were one
and the same place. The men sent thither may have been recalled and posted at
the Caleta when, late in the day, it became evident that Don Pedro Vique was not
furnishing those the governor had expected from the galleys. Cf. the royal officials*
deposition in Document No. zjpost.
6 Bigges, op. cit., p. 119.
7 These were San Miguel's company, the men from Mompox and Tolu, the free
blacks and, presently, Bravo's company. See Bartolome Lopez's papers mA.de /.,
712-5-18, Santa F6 89.